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Old Saybrook Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes of May 5, 2004


I. CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Robert McIntyre called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Attending Members



Absent Members

Robert McIntyre, Chairman


Judith Gallicchio, Regular Member

Kathleen Smith, Vice Chairman

James Conroy, Alternate Member

Stuart Hanes, Secretary

Richard Tietjen, Regular Member

Salvatore Aresco, Alternate Member (seated for Judith Gallicchio)

Janis Esty, Alternate Member

Attending Staff
Christine Nelson, Town Planner

Bryan Zielinski, Recording Clerk

III. REGULAR BUSINESS

A. Minutes

The Commission reviewed the Regular Meeting Minutes of April 21, 2004 and made the following amendment:

Item IV- B, Page 4, Line 7

Remove: S. Hanes and R. Tietjen.

Replace with: S. Aresco and J. Esty

MOTION to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of April 21, 2004 as amended.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Richard Tietjen.  In favor: R. McIntyre, K. Smith, S. Hanes, R. Tietjen, S. Aresco.  Opposed: None.  Abstaining: None.  APPROVED 5-0-0.

B. Correspondence

C. Committee, Representative & Staff Reports

Sidewalk Committee- The committee is working on a map to show the location of sidewalks, crosswalks, and bike trails and is also attempting to have a community survey done to solicit public input on the places that might need sidewalks.  At the end of June the committee will have their recommendations for the sidewalk section of the Plan of Conservation & Development.

Richard Tietjen is currently working on a subcommittee with the Conservation Commission to update the Conservation & Open Spaces section of the Plan of Conservation & Development.  This will include referencing the 1994 Conservation Plan, 2003 Conservation Plan, and including the Conservation Sites map.  The subcommittee meets every Tuesday morning at 8:00 a.m. in Room 5 of the Town Hall.

The Land Acquisition Committee will meet in June.

MOTION to move Item IV- B to Item V- Old Business.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Kathleen Smith.  In favor: R. McIntyre, K. Smith, S. Hanes, R. Tietjen, S. Aresco.  Opposed: None.  Abstaining: None.  APPROVED 5-0-0.

IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS (8:00 p.m.)

A.
Petition to Amend Section 5.2.1(f)3 of the Subdivision Regulations


-“Minimum Area of Buildable Land” (Cont’d.)


Petitioner:  John Whittier Anderson


Agent:  William Childress, Esq.

Stuart Hanes and Richard Tietjen recused themselves from the discussion.  Robert McIntyre seated Janis Esty for Stuart Hanes.  Christine Nelson explained to the commission that they received attachments for the application along with a report from Stephen Luckett, WPCA Coordinator.  Christine also read a letter from Michael Rice, an adjacent property owner.

William Childress, agent, was present to submit documents from the Zoning Board of Appeals dated July 15, 1997 and from Gary Sharpe dated May 5, 2004.  These documents indicate four lots that would be precluded from subdivision for their location within the Flood Hazard Area.  One of these lots refers to the applicant’s property.  According to the Public Health and Safety Ordinance there is a requirement of 15,000 square feet for the Maximum Area of Buildable Land, and includes the area within the floodplain.

Robert McIntyre opened the public hearing to the audience to receive comments.  Mr. McIntyre advised the audience to state their name and address for the record.

Tom Cloutier, attorney representing the abutting property owners, submitted materials in reference to the petition and previous recommendations from the Connecticut River Estuary Regional Planning Agency, Department of Environmental Protection, and Plan of Conservation & Development.  Mr. Cloutier stated the recommendations that strongly support adoption of regulations minimizing the number of houses built within the flood hazard zone.  Federally subsidized flood insurance is difficult to obtain and would be greatly affected by a change in the town’s policy towards the flood plain ordinance.  The citizens of the town within flood zones receive insurance rates based on the town’s acceptance of the minimum standards for flood control.  These standards can exceed the minimum to obtain a better rating.  Adjoining towns have the same standards that Old Saybrook has.

Jean Castagno, 75 Fenwood Drive

Mrs. Castagno stated that she lives on a tidal marsh and has flood insurance and would be upset if her insurance rates increased or were discontinued.  Mrs. Castagno also stated that she pays less tax on the amount of her property that is in the wetlands.

Michael Rice, 515 Main Street

Mr. Rice acknowledged that the subdivision he lives in was built in a poor location, and probably wouldn’t be allowed under the current standards.  Instead of changing the regulations for the rest of the town, the applicant should apply for a waiver.

Tom Cloutier, attorney representing the abutting property owners, wanted to add that the concern is not just for insurance rates, but also water quality, habitat destruction, and vulnerability to storms.

MOTION to close the public hearing of the Petition to Amend Section 5.2.1(f)3 of the Subdivision Regulations.  MOVED by Kathleen Smith.  SECONDED by Salvatore Aresco.  In favor: R. McIntyre, K. Smith, S. Aresco, J. Esty.  Opposed: None.  Abstaining: None.  APPROVED 4-0-0.
B.
“Maureen Levy Sidman” Resubdivision – 2 Lots (3.30 ac. total)
West side of Drummer’s Trail / 500’ South of Overlook Drive 
(Map 58 / Lot 27-7) Residence AA-1 District
Applicant: Maureen J. Sidman, Owner
Agent: Stuart Fairbank, P.E.


Stuart Fairbank, agent, was present to submit site plans and describe the application.  The application is for two lots, one utilizing a shared driveway with a neighboring house and the other having a driveway entering from Drummers Trail.  Both lots will be served by well water and have suitable soil for subsurface sewage systems.  There will not be significant tree clearing for the sites because the lots were already cleared at the time of the original subdivision.

Robert McIntyre opened the public hearing to the audience to receive comments.  There were no comments.

MOTION to close the public hearing of the “Maureen Levy Sidman” Resubdivision.  MOVED by Kathleen Smith.  SECONDED by Stuart Hanes.  In favor: R. McIntyre, K. Smith, S. Hanes, R. Tietjen, S. Aresco.  Opposed: None.  Abstaining: None.  APPROVED 5-0-0.
MOTION to approve the “Maureen Levy Sidman” Resubdivision subject to a favorable report from the Fire Marshal.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Kathleen Smith.  In favor: R. McIntyre, K. Smith, S. Hanes, R. Tietjen, S. Aresco.  Opposed: None.  Abstaining: None.  APPROVED 5-0-0.

V. OLD BUSINESS

A. “Bayside Road” Municipal Improvement / Coastal Site Plan
Petitioner: Board of Selectmen


At the last meeting the commission came up the ideas of what should appear at the road ending.  Christine drafted a sketch of the road ending with benches, interpretive signs, scenic overlook sign, timber post and rail, bicycle rack, granite boundary markers, and a possible hammerhead turnaround.  Christine will attempt to stake the turnaround area to see if it is feasible.  The commission would like to see the road ending developed with less intensive use in mind.

The Commission will continue the discussion to the next meeting.

VI. NEW BUSINESS

Nothing scheduled.

VII. WORKSHOP

A. “Road Endings” Municipal Improvements Program
Bayside Rd., Barnes Rd(s)., Cromwell Pl., Uncas Rd., Billow Rd., Willard Ave(s).

Nothing new to report.
B. “Community Facilities” Section of the Plan of Conservation & Development

Nothing new to report.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION to adjourn the meeting at 10:05 p.m. until the next regularly scheduled meeting on May 19, 2004 at Pasbeshauke Pavilion, 155 College Street, Saybrook Point.  MOVED by Stuart Hanes.  SECONDED by Salvatore Aresco.  In favor: R. McIntyre, K. Smith, S. Hanes, R. Tietjen, S. Aresco.  Opposed: None.  Abstaining: None.  APPROVED 5-0-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Bryan Zielinski, Recording Clerk
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